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"The Radzin tekhelet thus stands self-condemned, or the results
of chemistry are to be questioned.
I would hesitate very much before condemning of fraud a man of
the stamp of the late G. E. Leiner.
It would seem that the late Hasidic Chief was victimized by some
fraudulent Italian chemist. On arriving in Italy Leiner, as he
states himself, worked hard with a view to discovering a process
for the extraction of the tekhelet dye from the Sepia off.
Attracted by Leiner's offers of lhigh remuneration, some clever
but swindling specialist in tinctorial chemistry contrived, it
would appear, to concoct Prussian dye with Sepia secretion, in
such a manner as to conceal the presence of the dye..,
Investigations carried out in Italy might perhaps clear up the
mystery, as it is not improbable that Leiner previouysly to the his
falling into the swindler’s net had made an announcement in the
Italian press offering a huge sum for the process whereby a blue
of a certain nuance might be extracted from the secretion of
Sepia officinalis”.
(Hebrew Porphyrology, pp. 117-8)
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"The species known to have been employed in the Phoenician
purple dyeing are Murex trunculus, Murex brandaris and Purpura
haemastoma.

There can be no question about the identification of the tekhelet
species. Murex trunculus is the only possible solution out of the

three species just-named”. (Hebrew Porphyrology, p. 64)
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(Herzog, Hebrew Porphyrology, p. 131) ”... MR 27
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