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SUMMARIES VII

And yet, while Orthodox historiography presents the tekhelet controversy as of major
importance, observers outside of Hasidism, such as the Maskilim, who wrote in the
press, and non-Hasidic rabbis, viewed the renewal of fekhelet to be a marginal issue.
For the Radzin Hasidim, the followers of Leiner, however, tekhelet was of considerable
importance. Its high visibility and its daily usage made it a unique identifier of the
Radzin Hasidim.

Through a close examination of the fekhelet controversy, one also learns much about
many of the broader issues regarding Jewish society at the end of the nineteenth century,
such as the modus operandi of contemporaneous Jewish orthodoxy, internal Hasidic
politics, and the functions of the Jewish press. Moreover, understanding the nineteenth-
century tekhelet controversy allows for a deeper understanding of the later twentieth-

century tekhelet movement and the polemic associated with it.

RECONSTRUCTING THE ZIONIST PAST: ADA FISHMAN (MAIMON)
AND THE ‘WOMEN WORKERS’ MOVEMENT IN ERETZ ISRAEL’ AS
A CASE-STUDY

Bat-Sheva Margalit Stern (pp. 97-124)

Ada Fishman’s magnum opus, the “Women Workers’ Movement in Eretz Israel 1904-1929°,
published in 1929 in Palestine was a first and unique attempt to encompass the accounts
of female workers at the beginning of the 20" century. Fishman offered a different
narrative to the official Zionist narrative, in protest against the creation of a collective
memory that excluded women and overlooked their achievements and contributions. She
did so by way of a subversive reading of Labor-Zionist historiography. This article
seeks to analyze Fishman’s pioneering work, the circumstances of its composition and
publication, and its impact in the Labor-Zionist arena.

Ada Fishman (Maimon) (1893-1973), was the founder and leader of the Women
Workers” Movement established in 1920. In the late 1920s she partook in the project of
commemoration, which at that time gained esteem in the labor milieu. Marking the 25"
anniversary of the birth of the labor movement in Eretz Israel was, according to her,
an opportunity to raise public awareness on issues pertinent to female workers. The im-
portance of incorporating women’s experiences into that project came to the fore in her
historiography. Fishman not only told the ‘story of women’ (‘her story’), but was also
one of the pillars that shaped that story. The circumstances of its publication point to

the determined battle Fishman was waging against the ‘general’ viewpoint of the labor
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promised to give the newcomers the same rights and privileges enjoyed by the local
Jewish population. This article examines the attitudes of popular elements within the
local population towards the refugees, with a focus on conflict and power struggles
between these elements and the monarchy.

While certain segments of the local population attempted to curtail the economic
privileges granted to the refugees, a widespread epidemic that struck Naples in this
period also played an important role in the growing popular resentment. Another factor
that may have contributed to the increase of popular fears was a so-called prophesy of
St. Cathaldo tying the fall of the house of Aragon to King Ferrante’s favorable policies
towards the Jews.

Finally, the arrival of additional refugees in January 1495 was probably a turning
point after which the local population openly demanded a reversal of the monarchy’s
religious and economic policies. The resentment towards the refugees that was barely
contained while King Ferrante was still alive, gave way to a great outburst of hatred
directed at the entire Jewish population after his death. In the resultant vacuum created
by the fall of the house of Aragon and the unwillingness of the new ruler of Naples,
Charles VIII of France, to protect the Jews, the widespread attacks against the Jews

resulted in mass conversions and the destruction of communities in southern Italy.

A NEW PERSPECTIVE ON THE TEKHELET CONTROVERSY OF THE
LATE NINETEENTH CENTURY

Gadi Sagiv (pp. 59-95)

In 1887/8, the Hasidic leader, Rabbi Gershon Hanokh Leiner of Radzin, decided to
renew the performance of a forgotten commandment: the practice of tying bluish thread
(tekhelet) on the tassel (tzitzif) of Jews. This innovation spurred a controversy among
Jews in Poland, Hasidim and non-Hasidim alike, during the last decade of the nineteenth
century. Heretofore, this controversy has been studied from a religious and a-historic
point of view, focusing on Jewish legal issues.

This study approaches the tekhelet controversy from the perspective of its neglected
socio-cultural aspects. Sources, primarily from the contemporaneous Hebrew press, show
that while the controversy began as a theoretical legalistic polemic, it soon breached
the confines of the elitist rabbinic discourse, generating frequent confrontation among
laypeople in Jewish communities around Lublin, but reaching Jerusalem as well, and

even escalated into physical violence.
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